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Programme  8 –   Liam the Leprechaun               14 March
Today’s programme re–enforces the names of the most popular colours, and features a story and a 

song about a leprechaun.

Before the Programme

Have a look at the colours people are wearing today.  Find out which is the most popular colour e.g. 

which colour are most people’s trousers?  How many white tee shirts are there?  Who is wearing 

brown shoes?  Talk about leprechauns – have the children heard any stories about them before?

Hurley–Burley Rhymes

   The Hurley–Burley van

   is painted like new,

   The sides are red

   and the doors are blue.

   The wheels are yellow

   and the roof is green,

   The Hurley–Burley van

   is the best ever seen.

   The Hurley–Burley man

   is colourful too,

   His nose is red

   and his feet are blue.

   His eyes are yellow

   and his hair is green,

   He’s the funniest sight

   that you’ve ever seen.

Story
   Liam the Leprechaun  By Liz Gough

Liam the leprechaun hated leprechaun school. “I don’t want to learn how to be a leprechaun,” he 

said.  “All the teacher does is to teach us how to mend shoes and how to look after a stupid pot of 

gold in case humans get it.”
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verse 2 There was a little leprechaun who sang a magic song

  Magic, Magic, sang a magic song.

  There was a little leprechaun who sang a magic song

  And he lived down in the valley

  The birdies and the rabbits etc.



35bbc.co.uk/ni/schools/4_11/hurley/index.shtml

Programme 8              Liam the Leprechaun

   

   

   

   

    

   
    

 

   

    Follow–up Suggestions

•          Talk about stories with magical creatures in them i.e. fairies, goblins, pixies,  

            leprechauns.

•  Draw a picture of a leprechaun, all in green.  Draw him painting the fl owers with butter.

•          Colours: identifying and matching them.

•          Liam the Leprechaun wore a green ‘uniform’.  Who else wears a uniform?  Why do they 

           need to?

•          Paint the Hurley–Burley van, following the colours in the rhyme.
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Programme 8
Liam the 

Leprechaun

Putting on clothes
Dressing up box

Uniforms

Vocabulary: 
Daytime/Nightime

Discuss: Living in a castle
Where do Leprechauns 

live?
Other rainbow stories

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
School uniforms

Who else wears uniforms?
Favourite colours?

     

Types of clothing for different 
activities
Rainbows
   Fire } heat
                       Electricity
   Light } light

The sun and its properties
Fields, hills, flowers

Painting with different 
colours

Fairy pictures
Choosing musical 

instruments:
- what sounds do fairies 

make?
- music for the ball

 

Matching items of 
clothing

e.g. pairs of socks
Colours - 

sorting/matching
Bar chart of favourite 

colours

 

 

 


