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Programme 1 –  The Happy Hedgehog Band              January 17

The Hurley–Burley man introduces himself and his van and encourages the listeners to respond 

and to join in.

Before the Programme

Introduce the children to the idea of listening to a tape or radio.  Do they have story tapes at home? 

Do they ever listen to the radio?  Suggest that they will be listening to someone whom they can’t 

see – can they ‘see a picture’ in their heads of what he looks like when they hear him?  How about 

the Hurley–Burley van?

Rhyme:  Clap Your Hands

(this is repeated at the start of the story every week, and the children are invited to join in the words 

and the actions).

   Clap your hands

   One, Two, Three,

   Place them down

   upon your knee,

   Nod your head once,

   and twice,

   Keep as quiet as little mice

   Shh………

Story   

   The Happy Hedgehog Band             by: Martin Waddell

Deep in the heart of Castlewellan Forest lived a happy hedgehog named Harry.  Harry loved noise 

so he made a big drum, and he banged on the drum tum–tum–te–tum.
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Song

  

 

 

verse 2  Oh we can play on the big guitar

   And this is the music to it,

   Strum, strum, strum goes the big guitar,

   And that’s the way we do it.

verse 3  Oh we can play on the recorder

   And this is the music to it,

   Peep, peep, peep goes the recorder

   And that’s the way we do it.
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Follow–up Suggestions

• Talk about the Hurley–Burley man.  What do they think he looks like?

• How about the Hurley–Burley van?   (do they understand the concept that it looks  

      ‘a bit like an ice–cream van’?)

• Hedgehogs:  what do they look like, where do they live, what do they eat?

• Making music: clap in time; percussion instruments, homemade and otherwise; 

        ‘banging’ instruments in time and in rhythm.

• Sounds: loud/quiet; long/short; high/low.

• Animals who live in the woods: why?

• Discuss a visit to a wood.
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Programme 1
The Happy 

Hedgehog Band

Marching
Dancing

Movement to music
Awareness of body parts and 

sounds

Making musical instruments
Vocabulary of: 

instruments
orchestra

woodlands

Listening Skills
Rhyming/Repetition

Physical DevelopmentPersonal, Social and 
Emotional Development

Language Development

Early Mathematical  
Experience

Creative and Aesthetic 
Development

Early Experiences in 
Science and 
Technology

Awareness of the 
Environment

             
Working together

Friendships
Sharing & Collaborating

Emotions/Feelings
     

Design from scrap materials

Knowledge of 
woodland creatures 

and habitats

Making musical instruments
Making music

Making hedgehog hands 
(with the song)

Woodland mural

 

Matching instruments
Pairing and sorting

Comparisons
One to one correspondence

     

 

 

 


