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How pupils learn

By discovering how pupils learn, educators can provide opportunities for pupils to capitalise on their strengths and improve their employability skills.

There are three main types of learners:

1	visual learners, who learn through seeing
2	auditory learners, who learn through listening 
3	kinaesthetic learners, who learn through moving, doing and touching

Visual learners make up around 65% of the population, auditory learners make up 30%, while kinaesthetic learners make up the remaining 5%.

Visual learners like to learn using written information, notes, diagrams and pictures. They prefer to take detailed notes during presentations. Sometimes a visual learner cannot learn material unless it has been seen in a written format. They are most effective in written communication. 

Auditory learners relate best to the spoken word. They listen to a lesson and may write notes later. They are happy to rely on printed notes. Often auditory learners will not understand written information until they have heard it. Auditory learners tend to be sophisticated speakers. 

Kinaesthetic learners acquire skills by imitation and practice. They learn effectively through touch and movement and space. Because knowledge and skills are not taught in a style that suits their learning methods, kinaesthetic learners can appear slow.


To teach visual learners
1	ensure that they can easily see your body language and facial expressions
2	use visual displays, diagrams, illustrated textbooks, overhead transparencies, videos, flipcharts and handouts
3	give them time to take detailed notes so they can absorb information

To teach auditory learners 
4	read information aloud
5	discuss topics, talk things through and listen to what others have to say
6	try to incorporate group and discussion work 
7	consider how you use speech, as auditory learners interpret the underlying meanings through listening to tone of voice, pitch and speed

To teach kinaesthetic learners
8	incorporate a hands-on approach 
9	use practical activities or demonstrations
10	choose kinaesthetic learners to carry out demonstrations


For more information please visit:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ni/education/gogetit



