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Exemplar Unit of Work: 

Dealing with Difference

Learning Outcomes

Pupils should have the opportunity to

• explore the challenges and opportunities of living in a diverse society

• identify the effects of exclusion and discrimination on individuals and groups of  people

• investigate how individuals, society and the government can promote inclusion

• present their vision of a future Northern Ireland

Conceptual Pathway 

The following map offers one possible conceptual pathway through the issue of difference, making use of the 

wealth of material available on the Eyewitness web site. Each key concept is connected to a classroom activity, 

which is described in more detail in the following pages. 

Classroom Activity Key Concepts Potentially related issues

Lead in from introductory work on 

identity and belonging 

Why do we 

exclude people?

Scapegoat activity from Eyewitness Being different

‘Picking’ on others

What groups of people 

might feel excluded from society?

Simulation activity: How easy is 

it for me?

Research: Exposing stereotypes

Ageism, racism

gender, disability,

sexuality

How can we make Northern Ireland 

a more inclusive place?

Individual 

Society

State

Individual refl ection Beyond difference?
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Lessons

Setting the scene for the lessons

It is important that this issue is discussed in a climate that will encourage exploration of sensitive issues within 

a relevant context. For example, the approach outlined above could follow on from individual identity and/or 

community mapping exercises. Before engaging with the lesson suggestions outlined below, spend some time 

reading/refl ecting on the issue yourself. There are materials available on the Eyewitness web site to support this:

1. Learning Zone resources: Community Learning Notes - Facilitators’ notes, Scapegoating activity and Dealing  

 with Difference notes

2. Dealing with Difference – Perspective

Lesson 1: Why do we exclude people?

Main resource: Eyewitness web site – Activities – Scapegoat Activity

Using the resource in the classroom 

The lead-in to the lesson will depend on the experience/background of the pupils. There is a need to have carried 

out some previous work on the idea of forming groups, group identity and the problems that can arise because 

some people are excluded from groups. This activity provides a gentle introduction into the idea that exclusion of 

individuals because they are different can have negative effects.

Preparation

Transfer the insults from the game onto individual cards (one comment per card) e.g. ‘Did you get your clothes in 

a skip?’ ‘Your completely irrelevant point is…?’ Make several sets of these cards for group work. 

Progression

Ask pupils to think about the comments they overhear in the corridor or playground that ‘poke fun’ at others. Do 

they think these comments are hurtful? Do they think these comments have an effect on self-esteem? Introduce 

the Scapegoat activity from Eyewitness. Allow pupils suffi cient time to play the game a few times. As the pupils are 

playing the game, circulate around the room and draw their attention to the effect of the insults on the individual 

children. Point out the information on scapegoating at the end of the game (this should ensure that the main 

message of the game isn’t lost in the playing of it!).
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Place pupils into groups and give each group a set of the prepared cards (face down). Ask pupils to turn over one 

card, read the comment and place it in front of them. They should then turn over a second card and compare it 

with the fi rst. If they think that there is a connection between the cards they should start to form a cluster (e.g. 

insults about intelligence). They should continue to turn over the cards, form new clusters, split clusters or add to 

them until they have worked through all the cards. When they have settled on their groupings they should give 

each cluster a name (e.g. making fun of looks, making fun of family etc.). Ask for feedback on the types of insults 

used in the game. 

In conclusion, ask pupils to discuss which types of insults were the most hurtful? Why? Why do they think people 

say things like this? Why do people exclude other people from their group? This should lead to the idea that 

people are excluded because they are seen to be different. 

Lesson 2: What groups of people might feel excluded from society?

Main resource: Eyewitness web site – Dealing with Difference

Using the resource in the classroom

Simulation activities are extremely useful for handling sensitive and controversial issues in that they provide 

distance from the issue, in terms of the pupil’s personal opinion, whilst at the same time encouraging empathy.

 

Preparation

Prepare role cards (one for each pupil) that state the character the pupil is to assume e.g. 

You are a 75 year old 

man

You are a wheelchair 

user

You are a member of the 

Chinese Community

You are a woman with a 

mental illness

You are a young male 

traveller

You are a teenage girl

Make sure that the cards refl ect a wide range of individuals who may feel excluded from society on the basis of 

age, ethnicity, gender, disability etc.
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Progression

Distribute the cards to the class. Pupils should not reveal their role until the end of the activity. Tell the pupils 

that they are to imagine that they are this person and that you are going to read out some statements. For each 

statement, the pupils should respond as if they were the person on the card. Line the pupils up along the back of 

the room facing the front. Explain that when you read the statement they should take a step forward if they think 

their character could agree with the statement, otherwise they should stand still. Use a range of statements to 

explore the issue of exclusion e.g. I can travel into town on public transport, I play lots of active sports, I can make 

friends with a wide range of people, I have as good a chance as anyone of getting a good job or promotion, I 

would never get stopped by the police for no reason, I can go in and out of any pub I want etc. 

At the end of the activity ask the pupils to reveal their characters to the rest of the class and to explain why they 

moved (or did not move) forwards. If two people have been assigned the same role, it might be useful to compare 

their responses!

In conclusion, ask the pupils to discuss which groups of people might feel excluded from society? Why? Use 

the discussion to explore some aspects of stereotyping that the pupils may have displayed. For example, a 

pupil representing a person with a disability or an older person etc. may not have moved at all because of a 

stereotypical view of this group of people! 

Lesson 2 (extension): Research - exposing stereotypes

Main resource: Eyewitness web site – Dealing with Difference 

Using the resource in the classroom

Preparation

This activity requires pupils to directly access the information in the Dealing with Difference section. If you feel 

your pupils could not cope with the language in this section, it may be necessary to copy, paste and amend some 

of the transcripts to suit their needs.

Progression

Remind pupils of the previous activity and the stereotypical views that have been discussed. Split the class into 

groups and assign each group to research a particular community section e.g. older people, people with disability 

etc. Tell each group to present their fi ndings to the rest of the class using the following headings: Diffi culties faced 

by this group, Positive aspects of belonging to this group, Surprising information about the group (that challenges 

stereotypical views). Give the pupils suffi cient time to do research using the web site or the information you have 

prepared from the site and to present their fi ndings.
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In conclusion, pupils could produce a billboard poster challenging some of the stereotypes surrounding the groups 

they have been researching.

Lesson 3: How can we make Northern Ireland a more inclusive place? 

Main resource: information gathered from previous lessons

 

Using the resource in the classroom

Preparation

Prepare a set of large, blank speech bubbles (three or four per pupil). Ask pupils to trawl through the statements 

made by the individuals in the Dealing with Difference section of the web site. When they come across a 

suggestion on what could be done about ageism, racism etc, they should record it on a speech bubble. 

Invite pupils to write their own suggestions onto speech bubbles (e.g. buildings should have ramps or lifts for 

wheelchairs, the law should make sure that older people aren’t stopped from getting jobs, there should be more 

people from ethnic minorities on TV, we should learn about different cultures in school etc.).

Clear a space on a large table or on a wall and on it place these three labels: INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY and 

GOVERNMENT. Ask the pupils to stick their speech bubbles under the most suitable heading. Allow time for the 

class to read all the speech bubbles and perhaps to discuss where they have been placed.

In conclusion, summarise the ideas generated by the class and use them to reinforce the role of the individual, 

society and the government in promoting inclusion, and the need for increased communication between 

various groups in society.  Highlight the need for education about issues of exclusion and legislation to combat 

discrimination.

Lesson 4: Beyond difference?

To end the series of lessons on an optimistic note, ask pupils to think about what Northern Ireland would be like 

if everyone was exactly the same. Ask them to refl ect on the contribution all the varied groups in Northern Ireland 

make to our society. 

Ask each pupil to imagine what Northern Ireland would be like for their grandchildren if all the suggestions from 

the previous lesson were taken on board! Ask them to present their view of ‘An Inclusive, Diverse Northern 

Ireland of the Future.’ This could be a poster, poem, song, piece of drama etc. Encourage as wide a range of 

interpretations as possible.

Pupils could also take some time to post their ideas on the message board.


