
 

 

Listening exam advice 
  
Your Spanish Listening exam is between 30 and 40 minutes long.  
 Before the exam starts, you will have 5 minutes to read through the 
answer booklet and make notes.   
You will hear each recording in Spanish twice.  
The instructions will ask you to give answers in Spanish or English.  
The questions and answers will get more difficult as your paper 
progresses. 
  
Here are some top tips for your Spanish Listening exam: 
  
1) Learn lots of vocabulary, as you are not allowed to take a dictionary in 
to the exam. Make sure you have the basics covered: numbers, alphabet 
and time – since these often come up in the exam.  
  
2) Before your exam listen to as much Spanish as possible, even 
music, to get you prepared for the recordings.   
  
3) Ask your teacher for past papers to practice with. 
  
4) Use your 5 minutes reading time at the start of the exam to read the 
questions carefully and make notes. From the questions, try and 
predict what kinds of words you will be listening for:   
-         'cuantos’ is asking for a number;  
-         'cuando' is asking for a day or a time.   
If you’re asked to give a reason for something, the recording will usually 
include the word 'porque'. Listen out for the little negative words like 
'no', 'nunca', 'nada'. 
  
5) Always listen to each recording in full before deciding on your answer. 
Use the second playing of each recording to double check your answer.  
  
�Read the instructions carefully and make sure you answer each 
question in the language asked for. There are no marks for the right 
answer in the wrong language! 
  
�If you change your mind about an answer, cross it out neatly and write 
in the new answer alongside. This sounds obvious, but every year 
candidates lose marks because the examiner can't read their answer 
clearly. 
  
8) Always write something for each part of each question. If you’re really 
stuck, think of cognates - words which are similar in English - and make 
a sensible guess.  You will not loose points for putting an incorrect 
answer, so never leave any blanks. 


