
Reading poems from other cultures: 10. Blessing 

This audio bite is about Blessing by Imtiaz Dharker. 
 
ELIOT: Blessing is about water and its importance to our lives. The 

poem is set in a poor area of India. It gets far hotter than in 
England, but water is in short supply. And the poem tells us 
how precious water is for the people there – they think of it as a 
special gift. And that’s why the poem is called Blessing. 

 
ALIX: It starts with the idea of skin that ‘cracks like a pod’ and then 

the simple line, ‘There never is enough water’. So we know 
that it is very dry. And then the poet imagines what it would be 
like having water slowly dripping into a cup. Its sound seems to 
make it special, almost as if it came from a god. 

 
ELIOT: And then the poem suddenly comes to life – the poet describes 

what it’s like when one of the pipes bursts and there is lots of 
water pouring out. People run around collecting the water in 
anything they can find. And the little children can’t believe 
their luck – they are able to play in the water and they scream 
for joy. 

 
ALIX: So in some ways it’s a very ordinary thing – if a pipe burst on 

your road, you wouldn’t get all your neighbours frantically 
running round collecting as much as they could. But of course, 
in this area of India water is precious, and the poem uses 
language to make this event very special. 

 
ELIOT: The first thing it does is use some religious words – so the 

sound of the water is the voice of a god, the group of people is 
described as a ‘congregation’, like in a church, and the poem is 
called Blessing - a religious word describing a gift from God.  

 
ALIX: The poem also has a lot of imagery – like it’s painting pictures 

in your mind. So at the beginning it talks about ‘skin’ – this 
could be people’s skin, or it could be the ground, as if the earth 
had a skin. And later on, it says that ‘silver crashes to the 
ground’ – it’s not actually silver, it might be the water pipe or 
the water. But using the word ‘silver’ reminds us how valuable 
it is for the people living there. 

 
ELIOT: There are other images too. Near the end of the poem, the 

children are playing in ‘liquid sun’ and this could make you 
think of the happiness the water brings, like the sun coming 
out. 

 
ALIX: The sentences also show how the poet views water. At the start, 

when it’s very dry, the sentences are short, and nothing is 
happening. It’s as if everybody is waiting for something. 
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ELIOT: But later on the sentences are much longer. They flow over 
different subjects, like the huts, the people, the pots and the 
children. And this makes the longer sentences seem like the 
water pouring out of the pipe.    

 
ALIX: The words the poet uses also show this difference – at the start 

the water makes a ‘drip’ and a ‘small splash’. But later on there 
is a ‘rush’, a ‘roar’ and it ‘crashes’.  

 
ELIOT: So if you choose to write about Blessing, don’t forget that it is 

about water. But it’s also about what is important in our lives. It 
is set in India, and so would make a contrast with any poem set 
in a particular place.  

 
The use of language is important. It is not in a dialect and it 
doesn’t use an accent, but it does use English in a special way. 
It has religious words in. It uses lots of images. And it also uses 
different sentences to help us understand how valuable water is 
for this community. So you could easily use Blessing if you 
wanted to show how language is important in some poems. 

 
 


