
Writing to inform, explain or describe: 3. Writing to explain 

This audio bite is about writing to explain. 
 
ALIX: When you write to explain, you should be doing two basic 

things. You should be giving information about the subject, and 
you should be answering the questions why, or how, or what. 
It’s this second bit that seems odd – it might be easy to say 
what your favourite TV programme is, but not so easy to say 
why it’s your favourite. 

 
ELIOT: But that’s what the exam asks you to do – you must explain 

something. So you need to plan carefully and get as much detail 
as possible. For example, if you really like EastEnders, make a 
list of reasons, like this: 

 
ALIX: Most of my friends like it, so we talk about it at school. I fancy 

one of the lads in it, and sometimes the stories are things that 
happen to friends of mine. It also makes me think about what 
I’d do if I was in that situation.  

 
ELIOT: That’s not a bad start. There are four basic reasons, but so far 

it’s not really an essay. It’s just a list. But if you take each 
reason separately, you could add lots of examples and detail, 
like this: 

 
ALIX: I fancy one of the lads in it. He’s got a lovely smile and loads 

of girls in my class think he’s great. He’s a bit cheeky and he 
seems to get away with murder in the stories. He’s often in the 
paper too, and I had a free poster of him because I collected 
some tokens. I’d watch anything he was in.    

 
ELIOT: A paragraph like that isn’t difficult to write. All Alix was doing 

was filling in some of the details and talking about things she 
already knew really well. You need to do the same. You need 
to develop each paragraph so that you give examples and 
information to go with your reason. You can even go further 
and explain a lot more, like this:   

 
ALIX: Sometimes the stories are things that happen to friends of mine. 

This makes you believe that the people are real and not just 
actors. Like the time when there was a story about someone 
stealing some money from their mum. Jodie in my class did 
this, and she got found out, just like in the programme. In a 
way, it taught me never to do anything like that, and that’s why 
it’s such as good programme.    

 
ELIOT: The question you have might look a bit more difficult than this 

– it could be about a difficult choice you made, or choosing a 
holiday for a friend, then explaining your choice. Or even 
choosing a number of birthday presents for your family, and 
then giving your reasons.  



Writing to inform, explain or describe: 3. Writing to explain 

 
ALIX: Whatever it is, the basic idea is always the same - you plan 

your information into paragraphs, then add interesting detail to 
the reasons. So for a present for your younger sister…   

 
ELIOT: I’d get Katie, my sister, a camera phone because she’s always 

calling her friends, she loves taking photos, she’s always 
hogging our phone at home, and it’d make her feel safer when 
she’s out. 

 
ALIX: Again there are four main reasons here, and if you added 

examples, each could become a full paragraph. So when you’re 
writing to explain, plan as much as possible. Give information. 
Give reasons. Keep thinking about why, how and what. 

 
And add detail – it’s no good just having a short list. So put 
each idea in its own paragraph. Then add examples and as 
much detail as you can. It’s fine to use stories about your 
friends or family too – this isn’t just filling up the page. It 
makes your explanation clearer. It also makes your writing 
more interesting and more personal.  

 


